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370 Reviews of Books [June 

The Rural Problem. By Henry D. Harben. (London: Con- 
stable and Company, Ltd. 1913. Pp. vi, 169. 2s. 6d.) 

This book is the first fruit of the Research Department estab- 
lished by the Fabian Society in 1912. While "most of the infor- 
mation" is the joint product of a "committee including men and 
women with a very special knowledge of certain aspects of coun- 
try life," the writing of the report was done by Mr. Harben. 

The rural problem is declared to be the raising of the country- 
man's status and the increasing of his opportunities. The work- 
ers of the land are in a "miserable plight," the agricultural 
laborer leading a life of "drudgery unequaled for its monotony 
and wretchedness." These conditions necessitate the raising of 
agricultural wages. For doing this the most direct and immediate 
method is a uniform minimum wage to be fixed by Parliament for 
all agricultural laborers. This is regarded as the key to the 
whole problem of rural development. The ordinary farm laborer 
must have his weekly earnings of 17s. 6d. increased to 23s. in 
order that he may obtain the barest necessities for a family of 
ordinary size. The burden of the minimum wage will fall chiefly 
on the landlord and will reduce his rent, it is thought, about one 
fourth. 

The next most important thing in the solution of the rural 
problem is the community's acquisition of land. The Finance Act 
of 1909 could be developed so that the owner of an estate instead 
of being permitted to make payment of duty in kind could be 
required to give to the state an irredeemable mortgage in the case 
of death duties, thus instituting a policy of "gradually buying out 
landowners with their own money." 

The state is to be called on for much other constructive legis- 
lation and for many grants from its exchequer. There should be 
established experimental farms, free farm schools, traveling agri- 
cultural instructors, and a state motor service. More money and 
more executive powers need to be given the Development Commis- 
sion for extension of cooperation among the farmers. Loans from 
the exchequer should also be made for cottage building. Finally, 
as an agricultural reform, the government should acquire the 
ownership of railways. 

The book contains a serviceable bibliography. The appendices, 
amounting to nearly one third of the work, seem needlessly full. 
From the standpoint of a socialist, the presentation is for the 
most part a logical discussion. The securing of a decent standard 
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of living for still the largest body of industrial workers must be 
regarded of prime importance. We must not quarrel with the 
author if in this case, as in so many other reforms that he dis- 
cusses, he places much more reliance upon the efficacy of state 
action than upon individual or associative self-help. His method 
of nationalizing the land by buying out landowners with their own 
money is somewhat naive. He strains his argument occasionally, 
as where he finds in the nationalization of railways the only es- 
cape from the farmers' railway difficulties. 

The tone of the book is temperate and shows none of the 
immoderate arraignment of conditions sometimes found in writers 
opposed to private ownership of land and capital. The treatment, 
while not exhaustive, deals directly with fundamentals and is 
thought-provoking. It indicates definitely practical ways of pass- 
ing over ultimately into socialism — if the people so desire. 

E. K. Eyerly. 

Massachusetts Agricultural College. 
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This bulletin consists of thirteen essays prepared by the Texas 
Applied Economics Club. Among them are papers discussing rural 
credit, cooperative production and marketing by farmers, seasonal 
industries, the farm labor problem, farm tenure, and the relation of 
the services and rates of railways to the agricultural industry. 



